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the mentality of wealthy landowners and capitalists and created
a style of life which was widely imitated by other classes. It is
significant for the relations between classes in England that the
word " gentleman " which originally designated a social status
has come to describe a pattern of behaviour for all classes. This
was not the case with the French word gentilhomme and the German
word Edelmann, which had the same origin. The French and the
German even borrow the word " gentleman " from the English
language for expressing a certain type of behaviour.1

(c)  The National Ideology
Many elements of the national character are not necessarily
connected with national aspirations proper, but are merely
national in the sense that they are very widely held by individuals
of all classes. The fact that English people as a rule love animals
or are fond of sport has nothing to do with national sentiment,
unless a football match with a foreign team arouses rivalry.
But there are also traits which are directly arid regularly connected
with the striving for national personality. This striving is perhaps
the strongest force working for a unification of the national
character and leads to the development of a national ideology.
A fully developed ideology comprises not only distinct political
doctrines but also a particular interpretation of history and a
-specific philosophy. The substance of the national ideology
consists in ideas on the character of the nation and that of other
nations, on the past, present and future of the nation, on its
mission in the world, on the tasks of the State and on the duties
of the individuals towards the nation. The longing for inde-
pendence of all foreign models often leads to the stressing of
peculiarity as such, even if there be little reason to be proud of
it. National vanity is stronger than common sense. Helvetius
tells in his work De Vesprit, an Indian fable of a hump-backed
people where a foreigner of normal growth is derided as a monster,
and he addes : " Every nation admires its own faults and despises
the opposite qualities. In order to have success in a country one
must bear the hump of the nation.'*
The development of a national ideology often leads to a
differentiation in the rules of conduct which implies almost two
different characters in the same person, a private character in
regard to private affairs and a national character in national
1 Cf. A. Smythe Palmer, The Ideal of a Gentleman, 1908.